PLANNING &
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES

NEWSLETTER June 2010

Building a Better Community with You

["“""'e this | LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR

The Planning & Development Services Department continues its efforts

STAFF MEMBER PROFILE 2 . . . .

at offering great services to the community and its customers! The
STRONG & SUSTAINABLE 3-4 . e . . .
NEIGHBORHOOD GRANT most recent effort initiated by the City Manager, is the re-assignment
PROGRAM . . . .

of the City Engineer, the Development Review Engineers, and the De-
UNIFIED PLANNING WORK 5 .
PROGRAM velopment Inspectors from the Public Works Department to the Plan-
BIKEABILITY/WALKABILITY 6 ning & Developmenf Services Department. This move will enable the
BUILDING PERMIT TOTALS 7 City to continue its efforts at serving our customers through a one-stop
BUILDING PERMIT CHARTS 8 shop where project review, from inception to inspection, is managed
REZONING Scoor 9 through one single department.
BUILDING INSPECTIONS 9
C:;fvf:::’““”m ? This recent move builds on the numerous service improvements imple-
THE ANNUAL REVIEW OF THE 1043 mented by the City over the past several years. The results of these
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN efforts are a highly professional review process that delivers quality
PLANNER ON CaLL FAQ 1415 results for the residents of College Station in an expedient manner.
POPULATION 14 We look forward to continuing to improve our services and to the
ADJUSTMENTS TO SERVICE 16

many new possibilities this most recent effort offers. Stay tuned for

DELIVERY SYSTEM
announcements of even more improvements over the next several
months.

N

Crty OF COLLEGE STATION ~ Robert S. Cowell, Jr., AICP, CNU-A
Home of Texas A&M University® Director

TRACKING THE NUMBERS

New Single-Family Homes: New Commercial: Total Permits:
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Year-to-date, single-family home ygqr.to-date, new commercial per- Year-to-date, total permits ex-
permits increased in quantity when i experienced a increased in Perienced an increase in quantity
compared to last year at this time, gyantity when compared to last year When compared to last year at this
June 2009, and decreased when gt this time, June 2009, and a de- time, June 2009, and experienced
compared with two years ago, June crease compared with two years @ decrease when compared with
2008. ago, June 2008. two years ago, June 2008.




STAFF MEMBER PROFILE :
BENJAMIN MCCARTY

Benjamin McCarty is our Commercial Plans Examiner and he began his career with the City of Col-
lege Station in October of 2005. Ben is originally from Seguin, Texas, but came to College Sta-
tion in 1996 to earn his Bachelor’s degree in Environmental Design from the College of Architec-
ture at Texas A&M University, which he received in 2001. As part of his studies at A&M, Ben was
fortunate enough to be accepted into a co-op program where he helped in the construction of the
US Embassy in Moscow, Russia, for a year. Instead of accepting an extended contract to continue
helping with the construction, Ben decided to return to A&M and finish his degree. Ben’s current
goal is to expand his knowledge further by achieving his State Plumbing License and his Master
Plans Examiner certification.

During his almost five years with the City, Ben has acquired an incredible amount of knowledge
and has also achieved six certifications which assist him in performing his many duties as the plans
examiner. There are numerous building, energy, plumbing, mechanical, and electrical codes that
Ben is responsible for knowing and applying when reviewing construction documents. It takes Ben
approximately one week to review a large commercial project. During his service here at the
City, he has reviewed over 1,500 commercial projects, both large and small.

Ben enjoys the work that he performs and hopes to be fortunate enough to retire with the City one
day. Not only does he value reviewing the different building designs while examining construction
documents, he does an incredible job ensuring that they meet the intent of the various codes that
he is responsible for applying. In addition to working with a great staff, Ben has enjoyed watch-
ing College Station grow while working on the different projects that have developed, and are
developing, in College Station.







bmoore (@cstx.gov
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OVERVIEW OF
BIKEABILITY / W ALKABILITY

Building a community that is more bikeable and walkable continues to be at the forefront of discussion
as the implementation of the Bicycle, Pedestrian, and Greenways Master Plan, which was adopted in
January 2010, gets underway. The lasting impacts and benefits that the built environment and pro-
grams can produce for transportation, recreation, healthy living, and the environment increase the
community’s quality of life.

The Planning and Zoning Commission has begun discussions to determine how they can make changes
in the Unified Development Ordinance (UDO) to further this effort. This was initiated with an evalua-
tion of factors that influence the decision to bicycle or walk in order to determine areas that war-
ranted further discussion. To date, the Commission has explored planning efforts, engineering, and
programs. Further discussion over the next couple of months will include the following topics of inter-
est: bicycle facilities, intersections, and grade-separated crossings.

Also of great importance to implementing the Bicycle, Pedestrian, and Greenways Master Plan is the
creation of an Advisory Board that will advise the City Council and the Planning and Zoning Commis-
sion on all matters concerning bicycling, walking, and greenways. This Board should be in place by
September and will consist of members with technical expertise in various areas, as well as consist of
users.

If you would like to view the newly adopted Bicycle, Pedestrian, and Greenways Master Plan, please
visit our website at www.cstx.gov/hikeandbike. If you have questions about the plan or bicycle, pe-
destrian and greenway projects, or planning in general, feel free to contact Venessa Garza, Green-
ways Program Manager at 979-764-3674 or by email vgarza@ecstx.gov.



http://www.cstx.gov/hikeandbike
mailto:vgarza@cstx.gov

Month of June 2010 Month of June 2009
Type of Permit Permit  Unit m:: S LeatSq.R.  Amount Permit  Unit Amount
Single Family Home 52 52 92,553 100,195 $6,924,720 51 51 $7,275,274
Duplex 0 0 0 0 $0 0 0 $0
Tri-plex’Four-plex 0 0 0 0 $0 0 0 $0
Apartment 0 0 0 0 $0 0 0 $0
Residential Addition 41 N/A 2,076 1,646 $109,480 7 N/A $220,351
Residential Remodel 7 NIA 3,500 308 $239,114 4] N/A $38,600
Residential Garage/Carport Addition 0] N/A N/A N/A $0 2 N/A $34,700
Residential Demolition 0] N/A N/A N/A $0 0 N/A $0
Residential Slab Only-SF 0] N/A N/A N/A $0 0| N/A $0
Residential Slab Only-DP 0] N/A N/A] N/A $0 0 N/A $0
Residential Slab Only-3&4 0f NIA N/A N/A $0 0f NI/A $0
Residential Slab Only-Apt. 0f NI/A N/A N/A $0 0f NI/A $0
Hotel / Motel / Inn 0f N/A N/A NJ/A $0 1 N/A $2,600,000
New Commercial 7 N/A 81,155 76,936 $4,559,630 3| NA $2,136,049
Commercial Remodel 9[ NI/A N/A N/A $682,409 16 N/A $373,100
Commercial Addition/Retaining Wall 2| N/A N/A] N/A $1,230,000 2 N/A $14,300
Commercial Demolition 3[ N/A N/A N/A $10,200 2[ NIA $99,500
Commercial Slab Only 11 N/A N/A N/A $175,400 0f NI/A $0
Swimming Pool 4 N/A N/A| N/A| $134,100 71 N/A $284,825
Sign 8| N/A N/A N/A N/A 7 NIA $46,971
Moving & Location 0| N/A N/A N/A $0 0] NA $0
Storage / Accessory 0 N/A N/A| N/A| $0 4 NA $63,000
Roofing 8] N/A N/A NJ/A $68,800 6 N/A $3,080
TOTALS 105 52| 179,284] 179,085 $14,133,853 112 51 $13,189,750
January 1, 2010 - June 30, 2010 January 1, 2009 - June 30, 2009
Type of Permit Permit Unit Total Sq. Ft. He;tt Sa. Amount Permit Unit Amount
Single FamilyHome 320 320 792,492 619,628 $43,839,969 272 272 $37,077,772
Duplex 1 2 2,300 2,080 $137,280 0 0 $0
Tri-plex/Four-plex 0 0 0 0 $0 0 0 $0
Apartment 2 2 10,944 10,608 $796,450 21 $1,800,000
Residential Addition 36 N/A] 14,450 10,327| $1,174,525 39 N/A] $1,522,513
Residential Remodel 59 N/A| 11,515 8,823 $1,155474 45 N/A| $656,743
Residential Garage/Carport Addition 3 N/A] N/A] N/A] $49,500 4 N/A] $58,600
Residential Demolition 6 N/A N/A| N/A| $20,500 1 N/A| $28,850
Residential Slab Only-SF 2 N/A] N/A N/A $22,802 3 N/A $18,700
Residential Slab Only-DP 0 N/A N/A N/A $0 0 N/A $0
Residential Slab Only-3&4 0 N/A| N/A N/A] $0 0 N/A| $0
Residential Slab Only-Apt. 3 N/A| N/A| N/A] $100,000 0 N/A| $0
Hotel / Motel / Inn 1 N/A] N/A N/A $100,000 2 0 $6,000,000
New Commercial 35 N/A 200,243 197,164|$116,464,765 24 N/A $13,782,736
Commercial Remodel 31 N/A] N/A N/A]  $3,248,009 41 N/A] $2,880,365
Commercial Addition/Retaining Wall 9 N/A] N/A N/A]  $1,561,009 7 N/A] $3,417,300
Commercial Demolition 1 N/A| N/A N/A| $1,000 7 N/A| $211,636
Commercial Slab Only 3 N/A N/A N/A| $199,900 0 N/A| $0
Swimming Pool 34 N/A] N/A N/Al  $1,111,275 33 N/A $1,448,620
Sign 58 N/A] N/A N/A] $105,142 60 N/A] $322,004
Moving & Location 0 N/A N/A N/A $0 5 N/A| $244,000
Storage / Accessory 10 N/A N/A N/A $37,600 22 N/A $236,370
Roofing 76 N/A] N/A N/A $433,925 16 N/A $26,180
TOTALS 690 324 1,031,944] 848,630]$170,559,125 592 293 $69,732,389




NEW SINGLE FAMILY PERMITS PERMITS BY TYPE
3 YEAR—COMPARISON BY MONTH YEAR TO DATE

m 2008 @2009 %2010

Single-Family Home 320 | 320 | $43,839,969
Duplex 1 1 $137,280
Tri-Plex/Four-plex $0
Apartment 2 2 $796,450
New Commercial 35 | N/A | $116,464,765
Jan. Feb. March April May Jume July Aug. Sept Oct Nov. Dec. CommercialRemodel | 31 | NJA | $3,248,009

NEwW COMMERCIAL PERMITS TOTAL PERMITS
3 YEAR—COMPARISON BY MONTH 3 YEAR—COMPARISON BY MONTH
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Jan.  Feb. March April  May June July Avg. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb.March April May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec.
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REZONING SCOOP:

I:::EE: Location of Land Acres Request P&Z Date Status Cs:::il Status
10-500060 1571 William D. Fitch Parkway 5 AQO to PDD 17-Jun Denied 22-Jul
10-500070 4250 Decatur Drive 0.8625 AP & R1 to PDD 15-Jul 22-Jul
10-500119 4101 State Highway é South 2.97 AO to C1 15-Jul 12-Aug
BUILDING INSPECTIONS:

MONTH BUILDING PLUMBING ELECTRIC MECHANICAL LAWN SIGN POOL DEMO TOTAL
JANUARY 277 233 192 112 18 13 6 0 851
FEBRUARY 291 214 194 131 3 10 12 0 855

MARCH 365 290 289 150 5 12 13 0 1124

APRIL 364 294 201 185 22 9 19 0 1094

MAY 384 316 235 216 56 3 14 0 1224

JUNE 440 333 236 254 6 11 10 0 1290

CODE ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES SUMMARY:

MONTH SRTrET || e || e | medserey || eeee | SmiE | o | PR |
JANUARY 129 40 38 19 20 172 90 575 362 1445
FEBRUARY 130 73 77 17 48 156 87 66 430 1084

MARCH 463 43 111 55 31 88 108 16 725 1640

APRIL 654 31 64 50 22 89 135 389 1441

MAY 475 37 56 75 40 118 241 3 255 1300

JUNE 637 21 47 12 18 115 121 428 1405
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POPULATION:

The June population estimate is 93,991 .

PLANNER ON CALL
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTION

The Planner on Call system helps over 1,800 people a year that call, email, or come into the P&DS
office with questions related to planning and development. This section highlights some of the more
common questions. If you have questions for the Planner on Call, please contact us at 979.764.3570
or POC@cstx.gov.

Q: My commercial development needs a way-finding system to help visitors maneuver through the
site. What options are available?

A: There are two types of signage that can help to accomplish a way-finding system within the site.
The first is referred to in Section 7.4 of the Unified Development Ordinance as Directional Traffic
Control Signs. These signs may be three square feet in area and four feet in height. A site may
install one sign per curb cut, and each sign is limited to fifty percent copy or logo. This type of
signage is meant to indicate the entrance or exit of a site, but can also be used to show a drive-
thru location or even to welcome guests. The actual content is not regulated, but the allowable
percent of copy or logo does restrict how much information can be relayed.

(Continued on the next page)




PLANNER ON CALL
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTION (CON’T)

The second type of signage is “non-visible” signage and much more flexible because it is exempt
from the permitting process. There is no limit on the sign height, areq, or information displayed.
However, the Site Design Standards provides a table of measurements showing how far from an
abutting property line the sign must be to be considered “non-visible.” In this table, the visibility is
determined by the font and copy size of the information being presented. The table in reference is
shown below.

Distance from Property Line Height of Copy or Logo
75' 1"
150' 2"
225" 3"
300' 4"
375' 5"
450' 6"
525' 7"
600" 8"
675 9"
750" 10"
825" 11"
900' 12"




Notice
Adjustments to Service Delivery System

Due to current budget constraints, Planning & Development Services is unable to fill several key posi-
tions within the Department. Unfortunately, this situation will result in a decreased service level. Spe-
cifically, we anticipate our ability to respond as quickly to building inspection requests and code en-
forcement complaints will be impacted.

In light of our current staffing level, the following changes will be implemented immediately:

Building Division

e Maximize Inspection Time - In an effort to maximize the number of inspections performed
each day, the daily inspection report will be prepared before 8:00 am each day. Therefore,
the morning deadline to request an inspection is being moved from 8:00 am to 7:00 am. This
adjustment will enable the Building Inspectors to get out in the field earlier.

o Inspection Turn Around Time - We can no longer guarantee a half-day turn around on build-
ing inspection requests. However, we will strive to provide a 24-hour turn around on such re-
quests.

o Coordinate Inspection Requests - Inspection requests will be combined as much as possible to
maximize efficiency. For example, the electrical rough-in, plumbing top-out, and mechanical
rough-in inspections may be held and performed with the framing inspection.

o Prioritize Inspection Requests - More scrutiny will be placed on prioritizing inspection requests.
For example, lawn irrigation inspection requests may be held and performed as the workload
allows.

o Specific Time Requests for Inspections - With limited exceptions, we can no longer guarantee
specific time requests for inspections.

Code Enforcement Division

o Consolidated Code Enforcement Areas - Until recently, the City was divided into five code en-
forcement zones. These zones have been reconfigured to four zones citywide to make the best
use of our resources.

o Complaint Follow-up - There may be a delay in the follow-up to code enforcement complaints.
To date, Code Enforcement Officers have provided a 24-hour turn around time on complaints,
however, the response time may be extended to 48 hours due to current staffing levels.

We apologize for any inconvenience these adjustments to our service delivery system may cause and
appreciate your patience and understanding as we make every effort to meet work demands with
limited staff.



